[image: image1.jpg]D e Y

RESOURCE CONSERVATION
DISTRICT





6270 Parallel Road, Anderson, CA 96007-4833     ∙     Phone:  (530) 365-7332    ∙    Fax:  (530) 365-7271

 

Lower Clear Creek 
Restoration Team Meeting

Bureau of Land Management Office – Large Conference Room
355 Hemsted Road, Redding
Tuesday, January 24, 2006
9:00 AM
MINUTES
 
Present: Mike Berry (DFG), Matt Brown (USFWS), Leslie Bryan (WSRCD), Francis Berg (BLM), Dave DeMar (WSRCD), Jim Destaso (BOR), Eda Eggeman (CDFG), Michael Harris (WSRCD), Graham Matthews (Matthews and Associates), Michael Rogner (PRBO), Jeff Souza (Souza Environmental Solutions)

Meeting Protocol
To most efficiently utilize Team members’ time, the Team decided to organize its meetings into separate General and Phase 3B Implementation meetings.  
General meetings will be scheduled for the second Tuesday of the month and will allow two hours for updates and items requiring action from the entire Team.  Action items will be identified at the beginning of the topics discussion.  Focus meetings will be held on an “as-needed” basis following the General meetings for topics requiring thorough discussion.  
Implementation meetings will tentatively be scheduled for the first and third Tuesdays of the month.  Mike Harris will coordinate, and announce any change in scheduling by the Friday prior to the meeting.
Phase 3B Update
Final plan designs are currently in development and are expected to be distributed to the Team the first week in February.  A presentation of the plans will be made to the Team at the February 7, 2006 Phase 3B Implementation meeting, during which the Team will have a final opportunity to review and comment.  Topics identified for discussion include wetland delineation, parking lot road surface, backwater improvement, lowering 3A South scour channel and vegetation recruitment encouragement.  
Gravel Transmitter Movement Update
Michael Harris shared information with the Team showing gravel movement due to this winter’s storm events.  Although funding has been exhausted for this effort, the WSRCD is currently tracking the transmitters.  Transmitter data showed an average of a couple hundred yards movement.  Data will be included in the Gravel Management Plan and will be sent to Toby Minear at UC Berkeley for his research needs.  Michael will e-mail gravel distribution maps to Team members. 
Cumulative Impacts Update
Michael Harris reminded the group that at the March Team meeting, members are to provide the BLM with their planned activities for the next 10 years.  This will assist the Bureau in determining Cumulative Impacts in an effort to plan programmatically for the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. 
Watershed/CRMP Group Update
Leslie reported on the December 20, 2005 meeting which included Floodway Rehabilitation project updates.  The Team acknowledged the Watershed Group’s interest in seeing further larger material enhancement to the creek, and will consider it when developing project management activities.
The Watershed/CRMP Group agreed to the following 2006 meeting schedule with all meetings beginning at 6PM, and locations TBD: 

Wednesday Feb. 15 

Wednesday May 17

Wednesday Aug. 16 

Wednesday Nov. 15 

The February 15th Watershed Group meeting will include a presentation by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on their activities in the Lower Clear Creek Watershed.

Leslie explained Lower Clear Creek Fire Safe Council meetings are incorporated into Watershed group meetings and encouraged all Restoration Team members to participate. 
Phase 3C Implementation Discussion 
Michael Harris reminded the group to complete the Phase 3C Planning Spreadsheet developed and distributed by Matt.  The spreadsheet is intended to aid in identifying goals and objectives, and should be returned directly to Matt who will compile the information and report back to the Team.
Wetland Mapping Footprint Discussion
Dave DeMar is beginning project coordination for an US Environmental Protection Agency funded Wetland Mapping and Protection Plan project.  This project is intended to identify, characterize, and build a database for wetlands located in the Lower Clear Creek watershed.  In addition, a management plan will be developed to aid in identifying trends in the wetlands over the next 30 years.  A subcommittee was formed for the purpose of project direction.  Subcommittee members include Patricia Bratcher (CDFG), Jeff Souza, Matt Brown, Gary Diridoni (BLM), and Michael Rogner.   
Announcements

Leslie Bryan announced the availability of the Lower Clear Creek Case Study developed in collaboration with the California Association of Resource Conservation Districts.  This case study, available on CD and limited hard copies, explains the history and project specifics of the Floodway Rehabilitation Project.  Leslie will provide Team members with a CD, and is looking into obtaining additional hard copies for education and outreach distribution.
Mike Berry announced fall run survey data shows fish numbers on an upward trend with an estimated 14,000 individuals this past season.  It was discussed a simple graphic would be useful in order to demonstrate project success to the public.  Matt will develop graphic after final numbers are announced and distribute to the Team.
Future Meetings 
The Team identified the following Tuesdays as meeting dates, with all meetings beginning at 9 AM.
· 2/7/06 Phase 3B Implementation Meeting at WSRCD

· 2/14/06 Restoration Team Meeting at BLM

· 2/21/06 Phase 3B Implementation Meeting at WSRCD

· 3/7/06 Phase 3B Implementation Meeting at WSRCD

· 3/14/06 Restoration Team Meeting at BLM

· 3/21/06 Phase 3B Implementation Meeting at WSRCD

Adjourned at 11:00 AM 
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