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         Lower Clear Creek Watershed/CRMP Group



Private landowners, stakeholders, concerned citizens, federal, state 




and local agencies working together to restore the lower Clear Creek watershed 
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6270 Parallel Road, Anderson, CA 96007 • Phone: (530) 365-7332 Fax: (530) 365-7271
Watershed Group Meeting

February 15, 2006
Western Shasta Resource Conservation District (WSRCD) Office

6270 Parallel Road, Anderson 96007

MINUTES
Minutes from the 12/20/05 meeting were approved.  
Leslie Bryan, WSRCD Clear Creek Watershed Coordinator reported Watershed/CRMP group input has been communicated to the Lower Clear Creek Restoration Team at Team meetings.  The Team acknowledges the Watershed Group’s interest in seeing further large material enhancement to the creek, and will consider it when developing project management activities.  The Team feels incorporating Ponderosa pine into revegetation efforts would not be appropriate in the floodplain plant community but should be considered in any upland restoration from Reading Bar upstream where they naturally occur.   
Matt Brown, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Fishery Biologist gave a very informative and interesting presentation on U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service activities in the watershed.  Topics covered included Snorkel / Kayak Surveys, Rotary Screw Trapping, and Weir Operation and rationale, and genetic assessments.  It was noted that future plans for the weir include moving it to below the carcass pool.    

Leslie updated the group on WSRCD projects in the watershed.  Recent activities include: 
Invasive Species:

The WSRCD is planning treatments within and adjacent to the lower Clear Creek Floodplain restoration and other areas where invasive species have been located.  The RCD is getting a new grant to remove exotic weeds, treat the location and plant natives.  Some of the identified species for treatment are broom, tree of heaven, black locust and star thistle.  Treatments should begin within the next month.
Native Planting:

Following recommendations from the avian and riparian revegetation monitoring teams, the RCD planted over 600 container stock in Phase 2A including native blackberry, grape, mugwort, Santa Barbara Sedge and Oregon Ash.  The plantings will be monitored for the next several growing seasons to measure success.

Boulder Clusters:

The WSRCD, on behalf of UDSI Bureau of Land Management (BLM), anticipates placing 15 boulders native to Clear Creek of a diameter between 3-4 feet, in clusters of three, at 2 locations along Clear Creek between June 1 and October 15, 2005, with each individual project taking about 2 days to be implemented Boulders will be placed between 0.5 to 1 feet apart in a triangular shape Boulder cluster locations were identified in coordination with the California Department of Fish and Game.  Boulder clusters will create scour pockets around boulders, provide rearing habitat for juvenile salmonids, and provide quiet water resting areas for upstream migrating spawners.  Additionally clusters may help sort spawning gravels within the project reaches.

New Gravel Injection at Whiskeytown:
The WSRCD is working to design and implement a new gravel injection location at Dog Gulch below Whiskeytown Dam.  This injection will follow the successful injection location used for the first time this year at NEED camp.
Jay Dee Lane Fuelbreak: 

The Jay Dee Lane fuelbreak is complete.  WSRCD and CDF crews have successfully completed 23.5 acres of shaded fuelbreak behind 61 properties on Jay Dee Lane, Bohn Boulevard, Sabiana Court, China Gulch Drive, Cowan Court, Cerro Court, Siesta Court, and Richards Way.  

Leslie opened the local Fire Safe Council portion of the meeting.  Priority recommendations from the Lower Clear Creek Watershed Strategic Fuels Reduction Plan have been completed with the exception of developing a maintenance plan, so now is the time to update the plan.  The update can be done in the form of an amendment which would then be available to submit to the Shasta County Fire Safe Council for possible incorporation into the Shasta County Communities Wildfire Protection Plan.  
Two Friendly Hills landowners have inquired to the WSRCD about a shaded fuelbreak in the canyon between Jay Dee Lane and Bohn Boulevard.  When this canyon is treated there will be protection for most of the homes in the sub-division.  These two landowners are in the process of getting their neighbors to sign a request for assistance with a fuel reduction project through the Friendly Hills Homeowners Association.  This will enable WSRCD to seek funding.

Another fuelbreak proposed by local landowners to the WSRCD is the Kanaka Ridge Fuelbreak that runs parallel to Zogg Mine Road, west of Igo. 
The group discussed the need for fuel reduction activities in the Cloverdale area opposite the Gorge, the north side of Clear Creek Road, and the old ditch. 
Don Neptune, Horsetown Clear Creek Preserve Board member suggested the Preserve may be a possible location for the next watershed group meeting scheduled for May 17 at 6 PM.  Leslie will contact the Preserve to arrange.   
Adjourned at 8:15 PM  
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