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Lower Clear Creek 
Restoration Team Meeting

Western Shasta Resource Conservation District Office
6270 Parallel Road, Anderson
Tuesday, April 18, 2006
9:00 AM
MINUTES
 

Present: Francis Berg (BLM), Mike Berry (CDFG), Patricia Bratcher (CDFG), Matt Brown (USFWS), Leslie Bryan (WSRCD), Dave Demar (WSRCD), Jim Destaso (USBR), Eda Eggeman (CDFG), Michael Harris (WSRCD), Graham Matthews (Graham Matthews and Associates), Michael Rogner (PRBO), 
Phase 3B Implementation Update
During the creation of the Biological Assessment for Phase 3B it has been determined that there is a possibility for the take of Central Valley Steelhead during the dewatering and rewatering process of the channel relocation.  This determination will require the creation of a biological opinion to be drafted as to whether the action will put the survival of the species under jeopardy.  NOAA fisheries expect that this opinion will take 4 to 6 months, which along with funding/contracting delays, will put us out of the implementation timeframe for summer of 2006.  There is still much work that can be done to get things ready for next years’ window which will allow us to get in and get out quicker in the summer of 2007.

The contract with CALFED ERP should be in place within the next month.  Once the contract is in place, a Team discussion with the geomorphologist will determine what can be done this season.

Dog Gulch Gravel Injection Update
$19,000 of CVPIA funds have been allocated for gravel augmentation at Dog Gulch.  A total of 393 tons will be used with 129 tons dumped at banks edge and 264 injected directly into the creek to be available for immediate instream habitat.  US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), the US Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) and Graham Matthews and Associates noted that the 2001 gravel management plan outlined this strategy and this effort could be a valuable learning experience in addition to providing much needed coarse sediment and spawning habitat.  Fish and Game would rather see gravel placed at the current Whiskeytown injection site. 
Reading Bar Backwater Channel

The group discussed the Backwater Channel at Reading bar at which a deposition area has formed and is filling with sand.  Graham Matthews and Associates will survey the area and develop solution options to present to the Team.    
Fisheries Update
It was noted several gravel augmentation sites have material that would benefit from maintenance.  It was suggested that materials need pushed into the creek.  Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and USBR will discuss coordinating efforts to facilitate the effort.
Watershed Coordinator Report 
The BLM and Horsetown Clear Creek Preserve are hosting an Earth Day/CA Trails Day Clean-Up Event at 10 AM at the Preserve.  A BBQ will follow and volunteers are welcome. 
Nancy Snodgrass from Department of Water Resources would like to present results of Clear Creek sediment data collection efforts to the Team at an upcoming Team meeting.  Leslie will contact Nancy and invite her to present at the planned June 11 meeting.  A copy of the data collection report and a CD of work performed are available in the WSRCD office for review.  
A Lower Clear Creek Watershed/CRMP Group Meeting is scheduled to be held at Horsetown Clear Creek Preserve on May 17 at 6PM.  The meeting will be a “bring your own picnic” event, with beverages and dessert provided.  The meeting is intended as a celebration of past accomplishments and a look into the future for Lower Clear Creek.  All Team members were encouraged to attend. 

Watershed Awareness Month is in May and the WSRCD and Shasta and Tehama Shedheads are hosting an event on May 6 at the Mount Shasta Mall from 10 AM – 5 PM.  

It was decided that a Partners/Funders Outreach Day would be very valuable, and should be held in the fall when salmon are present.  WSRCD, BLM, DFG, PRBO, USFWS all stated they would participate the day of the event and would help invite attendees.  People to invite should include all agency and past funding organization heads.  The event should be a ½ day event and include a driving tour to view Reading Bar, Phase 3A and Seltzer Gorge and end with a BBQ or picnic at China Gardens.  Discussions and static displays should highlight restoration, gravel augmentation, flushing flows, fish and wildlife response, and recreation opportunities.  Leslie and PRBO will determine a more specific date and advise the Team.  The Team will send names of people to invite to Leslie.
Clear Creek Decision Analysis and Adaptive Management Model (CCDAM)
A focus meeting regarding CCDAM will be held immediately following the June 6 Team meeting.  The meeting will consist of a 3 hour workshop and will include a presentation and discussion.
Announcements

J. F. Shea was issued a Notice of Violation for introducing turbidity into Clear Creek.  Results from testing runoff show mercury contamination onto the wetlands at 100 times creek levels.   
Future Meeting Dates and Agenda Items Identified:

June 6, 2006, 9AM at WSRCD Office – 3B Implementation and Wetland Triggers for Management Actions.  Focus meeting to be held following General meeting regarding CCDAM
July 11, 2006, 9AM at BLM Office – DWR Data Collection Presentation (Tentative) 
Adjourned at 11:00 AM 
A Lower Clear Creek Wetland Mapping Technical Advisory Committee Meeting was held immediately following the General Team Meeting.
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