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Lower Clear Creek 
Restoration Team Meeting

Western Shasta Resource Conservation District Office
6270 Parallel Road, Anderson
Tuesday, June 06, 2006
9:00 AM
MINUTES
Present: Clint Alexander (ESSA) Francis Berg (BLM), Mike Berry (CDFG), Patricia Bratcher (CDFG), Matt Brown (USFWS), Leslie Bryan (WSRCD), Ryan Burnett (PRBO), Jim Destaso (USBR), Gary Diridoni (BLM), Carl Harral (CDFG), Michael Harris (WSRCD), Graham Matthews (Graham Matthews and Associates), Smokey Pittman (Graham Matthews and Associates), Jeff Souza, Souza Environmental Solutions Inc., Russ Weatherbee (Whiskeytown NPS)
2006 Gravel Injection Update 
Michael Harris and Matt Brown recently met with Whiskeytown National Park Service (NPS) representatives regarding gravel injection projects on NPS land.  It was determined that one location could be used this fall for an injection.  The Team discussed the NEED Camp injection site was a higher priority than the suggested Dog Gulch site as the NEED Camp site is already established, is higher in the system, and involves less impacts.  A Categorical Exclusion Checklist (CEC) and NMFS consult will be needed.
Future Gravel Injections Discussion
Whiskeytown NPS is requesting an environmental assessment to address cumulative impacts prior to future gravel augmentation projects.  Russ Weatherbee expressed cumulative impact assessments are being requested throughout the NPS region.  The group discussed this topic further during the Cumulative Impacts Discussion later in the meeting.  
A maintenance agreement with DFG and NOAA would be useful as part of the CESA process.  This could be done for a multiple year time period such as 5 years.  
*Michael will develop one for submittal.

Future desired injection locations and amounts include (in order of priority):

· Phase 3A – Up to 2000 tons.  Gravel can be placed until October 1st.  Needed permits include CA Endangered Species Act (CESA), NMFS/NOAA and a CEC.
· Placer Road Bridge – Up to 5000 tons.  Gravel can be placed prior to September 1st or during month of November.  Survey of area for redds could allow earlier placement.  Needed permits not already in place include 401, 404, CESA, NMFS/NOAA and a CEC.
· Whiskeytown Glory Hole – 3000+ tons.  Gravel can be placed at anytime.  Needed permits not already in place include 401, 404, NMFS/NOAA and a CEC.

Wetland Triggers for Management Actions Discussion
As part of the EPA Wetland Protection Plan project, the Team identified the following possible triggers for management actions.
· Mercury Discovered

· Sensitive or Listed Species Discovered

· Development Activities

· Sensitive Habitats Intrusion

· Encroachment of Exotic Plants
Cumulative Impacts Discussion
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and NPS are both requesting cumulative impact review for projects within the wetted perimeter of Lower Clear Creek.  It was discussed that an Environmental Assessment (ES) would be appropriate and much of the data needed already exists.  The document should show the range of management possibilities, and address possible effects.  A scoping team consisting of Francis Berg, Gary Diridoni and Jim Destaso will develop a template to share with the entire Team and gain their input. 
*Progress update will be made at next Team meeting.
Watershed Coordinator Report
The 5/17/06 Watershed/CRMP Group meeting held at Horsetown Clear Creek Preserve was well attended with many new faces.  Jeff Souza started the evening with a historic view of the CRMP group, and discussed the beginning efforts in the Floodway Rehabilitation project.  Michael then took the lead on explaining what has taken place in the most recent past, and explained what is planned for the area.  Representatives from other agencies and organizations that explained their role in the watershed included County Supervisor Mark Cibula, Francis, Matt, Don Neptune from Horsetown Clear Creek Preserve, and PRBO Conservation Science Interns Alicia Young, Dan Deutsch, and Kerry Niejstrom.  
PRBO Conservation Sciences held fieldtrips and classroom presentations at which students were educated on the role birds play in the environment and why they are being studied at Clear Creek as indicators of healthy ecosystems.  Thirty 9th and 10th graders from Dunsmuir High School participated in field studies at Clear Creek, while twenty-three 4th graders from Turtle Bay School in Redding were engaged in a great classroom presentation at their school.  Additionally, PRBO held an interpretive walk at Horsetown Clear Creek Preserve, a Clear Creek fieldtrip for students from Evergreen Charter School, and a classroom presentation for 4th grade students at Mistletoe School.
The Team decided on the date of October 19th to hold the Partners/Funders Outreach Day event.  The event should focus on celebration and should include awards.  
*Leslie Bryan will send a reminder to Team members to send names and addresses of people to invite.  
CA River Parkways Program representatives participated in a site visit to view areas proposed for trail development.  BLM, DFG, WSRCD, County Supervisor and Public Works, and Horsetown Clear Creek Preserve all attended and answered committee member’s questions. The WSRCD should be notified sometime in June of the committees funding determination. 
Permitting for Phase 3B Summer 2006
The group determined trees for the rootwad structures should be purchased rather than harvesting in the watershed.  This would enable Ponderosa Pine (if specified by the engineer) to be utilized and would avoid upland impacts.  No permits should be needed for this summer. 
Action Specific Implementation Plan (ASIP) for Phase 3B
An ASIP needs to be done and wrapped up by November 2006.  Funding will come from Phase 3B monies allocated for general permitting which may be available by the end of July 2006.  Additionally, a 404 and NOAA Letter of Permission will need to be obtained.
Phase 3B Project Area Changes
This additional agenda item was tabled to allow time for notification of discussion to Team members.  

*Michael will coordinate meeting to take place in the next couple weeks.
Next Team Meeting is scheduled to be held at the BLM Redding office Tuesday July 11, 9AM.
Adjourned at 12:15 PM 

CCDAM workshop immediately followed
 www.westernshastarcd.org
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