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Lower Clear Creek 
Restoration Team Meeting

Bureau of Land Management Office – Large Conference Room
Tuesday, July 11, 2006
9:00 AM – 11:00 AM
MINUTES
Present: Mike Berry (CDFG), Patricia Bratcher (CDFG), Matt Brown (USFWS), Leslie Bryan (WSRCD), Ryan Burnett (PRBO), Jim Destaso (USBR), Gary Diridoni (BLM), Michael Harris (WSRCD)
California Bay-Delta Science PSP

The California Bay-Delta Authority has announced the opening of the Science Program 2006 focused Proposal Solicitation Package (PSP). Proposals will be accepted from June 30 - August 31, 2006.  The Western Shasta RCD is interested in suggestions for submission.  Mike suggested a proposal regarding changes in small mammals and amphibians communities may be a possibility, but unlikely within the desired focus.  Tricia suggested contacting Robert Ashley regarding his draft mercury monitoring proposal.  Mike invited members to contact him with additional ideas and suggestions.
Flow Management Coordination 

In response to a question regarding decreasing Clear Creek flows and flow management coordination, Matt explained recent management decisions and process.  Flows have been dropped recently due to not as much volume being required to meet temperature criteria, and there is a plan to decrease flows to 75 cubic feet/second.  An informal process is used in making recommendations which due to USFWS being the agency purchasing the water, the USFWS has taken the lead on.  The process involves the USFWS making a formal request to the CVPIA Section 3406 (b)(2) Advisory Committee for their discussion and approval at their weekly meetings. DFG requested notification including reasoning prior to changes in flow.  Matt explained Tom Morgenstein Marks can be contacted to be added to the notification list, and Jim White is the DFG representative that sits on the Advisory Committee.  
Lower Clear Creek Parkway Funding Awarded 
The Western Shasta Resource Conservation District has been awarded $1,114,000 to develop 10 miles of trails along the Lower Clear Creek Greenway. Highlights include a handicapped access trail to a spectacular gorge overlook into prime salmon spawning habitat, educational kiosks, and a kayak entry point into Clear Creek. The RCD will work with BLM to implement the project.  BLM point people for specific topics include: 

· Trail interpretation and signage – Anastasia Lytle, 

· Trails – Bill Kuntz, 

· Parking lot design and ADA compliance – BLM Engineer

Michael distributed a conceptual drawing for the salmon viewing area, and explained the contract is expected within the next few months, with implementation beginning early to mid 2007.  Technical Advisory Committees will be developed and utilized as necessary.  Ryan suggested Melissa Pitkin with PRBO be invited to participate in sign and interpretation committee. 

Mike Berry reported DFG is in the process of deeding over land in the Parkway area to BLM.  

Matt requested the Honeybee Wetland area access to be maintained for USFWS accessibility. 

* Michael will send Lower Clear Creek Parkway grant proposal to Team for their information.  

Phase 3B Contracting Update
The contract has been signed by WSRCD and is now moving forward in the DFG Sacramento office.
Phase 3B Permitting Update 
DFG has volunteered time to help in the process of developing an Action Specific Implementation Plan (ASIP).  The ASIP will be accepted by USBR in lieu of an Environmental Assessment. The Corps 404 permit is in process.  

Monitoring Contract Update
The WSRCD has not yet received the contract.

Gravel Injection Update
3000 tons of gravel will be placed at the NEED Camp site in August 2006.  A NOAA consultation, a CA Endangered Species Act (CESA) permit and a Categorical Exclusion Checklist (CEC) document is in progress.
Due to the salmon viewing area development, the Team will be reinvestigating the potential for the south side of the creek to be used for gravel augmentation sites.  It was suggested that it may be advantageous to refer to the gravel management plan that will be out in September prior to identifying a new site. 

*Michael will coordinate a fieldtrip to view area and discuss.
Fishery Update 
Matt reported on the June 2006 snorkel survey results which showed 67 live adults observed, 30 fish returning from 2003, 115 fish returning from 2004, and 9 chinook observed in the carcass pool.  The Team agreed moving of the weir was advisable if a spot check identifies fish are still in the pool.  
Pickett Weir Relocation
Matt shared a graphic with the team identifying suggested points for the weir relocation.  Team recommended site on BLM property due to accessibility and stream location.  

*Matt will submit permit application to BLM.  

Phase 2A Topographic Survey Results Discussion 
Postponed
Partners Outreach Day
The group reviewed and revised list of names and contact information of those needing invited.  Leslie given go ahead to add additional names as she determines appropriate.  Invitations will be developed and sent as soon as feasible. 
Next Restoration team meeting scheduled for Tuesday, August 8 at BLM office in Redding.  Agenda items identified include Phase 2A Topographic Survey Results Discussion, and Parkway project presentation. 
Adjourned at 11:00 AM.  
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