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Lower Clear Creek 

Restoration Team Meeting
Western Shasta Resource Conservation District
6270 Parallel Road, Anderson
Thursday, January 25, 2007
9:00 AM

MINUTES
Present: Barbara Alberti, National Park Service (NPS), Mike Berry, CA Dept. of Fish and Game (CDFG), Brenda Blinn, Western Shasta Resource Conservation District (WSRCD), Tricia Bratcher (CDFG), Shiloe Braxton (WSRCD), Ryan Burnett, PRBO Conservation Science (PRBO), Matt Brown, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), David DeMar (WSRCD), Jim DeStaso, Bureau of Reclamation (BOR), Gary Diridoni, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Eda Eggeman (CDFG), Robert Feamster, Souza Environmental Solutions (SES), Elizabeth Hadley, Redding Electric Utility (REU), William Kuntz (BLM), Graham Matthews, Graham Matthews and Associates (GMA), Smokey Pittman (GMA), Nancy Snodgrass, CA Dept. of Water Resources (DWR), Jeff Souza (SES), John Ribinsky (WSRCD), Russ Weatherbee (NPS).
Changes to the Agenda
Team members decided that, in the interest of time, the following items would be removed from the agenda and discussed at the next meeting:

1- Discussion with Win-River Casino about restoration projects on CC- Shiloe
2- Use of injection gravel by spring Chinook and steelhead in CC- Matt
3- Effects of fine sediment on juvenile Chinook productivity- Matt
Whiskeytown NRA Gravel Injection Sites
Priority sites in Whiskeytown NRA for future gravel injections include Paige Bar, below NEED Camp, Dog Gulch and Peltier Bridge. A field trip with NRA staff is scheduled for Feb. 6th at 10:00 AM in order to visit potential gravel injection sites. Smokey distributed a spreadsheet with a draft summary of restoration and monitoring activities within Whiskeytown NRA which was proposed by the Team. Injection sites that will be done this summer include Placer, Whiskeytown and Phase 3A. More sites are planned for summer 2008. Lots of gravel is already 
gone below NEED Camp as a result of the November pulse flow. The site above NEED Camp (Paige Bar) would utilize existing gravels that are screened onsite. Screens will be put in place 
to separate out fines and gravel. This method should reduce disturbance at NEED Camp. The final design will likely be a hierarchy of sites by order of priority. 
Smokey will write the concept plan, and should include alternate sites. The scope of work for 2007-08 includes six projects. Smokey requested comments on the concept plan from the Team before the Feb. 6th field trip, if possible. 
Smokey showed the Team the new tracer rocks. These are magnetic and fluorescent (show up in black light). Size is 64 mm instead of 45 mm. They are placed at the leading edge of the injection pile, and checked after a heavy rain to monitor their movement.  

Update on Mercury Monitoring During the November Pulse Flow

Smokey presented the results of mercury (Hg) levels at six sites on LCC. The highest levels of Hg (~20 ng/l) were detected at P4 during high flows (max. 700 cfs). The trend was a decrease in Hg levels with decreases in flows (min. 200 cfs). There was a doubling in Hg levels from 3A to P4. More sampling at these two sites is required. Sample size for each treatment was one for this project, but replication would occur if long-term Hg monitoring is implemented on LCC. It is possible that Hg is mostly stored, and that high concentrations are not in circulation. If this is true, then Hg could be remobilized during high flows. The question of whether Phase 3B activities are increasing Hg levels was raised, but is believed to be unlikely. 
LCC Greenway Project NEPA Document
Bill Kuntz is working on the EA for the LCC Greenway Project which is a $1.1 M project funded by the Parkway Grant. He is looking at which activities will be appropriate in LCC without having a high level of impact, and these will be included in the Recreation Plan. A viewing platform overlooking Saeltzer Gorge is planned. Mary Schroeder, District Manager, WSRCD, presented an update of the LCC Parkway Project. It will include construction of 10 miles of trails on LCC, a walkway on the bridge on CC Road and markers and kiosks in the Cloverdale Recreational Area.

EA of the Clear Creek Greenway Project

The deadline for the draft EA is March. A list of project descriptions is still required to prepare the document. NPS is still in the process of approving sites. There is the potential to include more gravel injection sites such as Saeltzer Dam and Reading Bar. Noxious weed removal is not in this plan but will occur on BLM land and be included in final EA. Monitoring was not going to be included in the EA, only disturbance and high impact activity. Geomorphologic monitoring is included in Fisheries not on in the EA. Future projects or any cumulative impact must be addressed in EA. The question of whether the environmental document should be divided into 
two projects, namely LCC and UCC was raised. The timeline and budget would have to be examined. BLM land across the shooting gallery is a potential site. More discussion is needed on what the next steps will be and whether new projects should be added. Instead of incorporating projects in the EA, the WSRCD could implement projects for noxious weeds and fuels management. Funding could come from CALFED Watershed Program. 

Project sites in Whiskeytown sites should cover from Dog Gulch to NEED Camp. Access road is going to be the limiting factor as well as archeological findings. Dave (WSRCD) can work on an archeological records search. Mike (CDFG) suggested that boulder clusters without cables be used at Whiskeytown sites. Another suggestion was that boulder clusters be used from CC Road downstream and wood upstream to Whiskeytown. A sub-committee should be formed with NPS and BLM in order to get more specifics on the EA. 

Phase 3B Update
John will send new specs to Graham tomorrow (01/26). Specs will go out to bid the same day. New specs should be used in some areas of Phase 3B. There could be two sizes in Phase 3A. Bed is too mobile using coarser gravel, and this may be a cause of increased fish egg mortality. Specs should be changed from 1-5% fine sediment to 0-5%.
Update on LCC Wetlands Mapping Project

Dave received funding from an EPA grant to do remote sensing on LCC. This will allow the NWI database to be refined and re-adjusted. An NPS study found that 45% of wetlands are not recorded on NWI maps, but it is believed that 80% accuracy is possible. Dave’s project is considered a pilot test of Jeff’s Wetland Mapping Project which is funded by CALFED-ERP. Jeff’s project will be starting in 2008. Dave’s project will involve field verification of 100 sites in approximately two months.
Phase 3B Update

It was suggested that a law enforcement officer be present at the next Restoration Team meeting to discuss the trespassing issue on BLM land. The officer may also be able to show photos of the erosion problem near the North State Borrow Site. The erosion is a result of illegal removal of vegetation by a landowner. 
Shiloe said that there is the possibility that a Mitigated Negative Declaration may have to be required for the CEQA document instead of an Addendum. This may cause delays in implementing Phase 3B. A meeting with CDFG is planned on Jan. 29th to discuss the matter further.

Corps Nationwide permits are being redone. Shiloe spoke to Sam Brandon and already has a Rec. Board permit. Ingo Fleming (NMFS) has reviewed the ASIP. The elderberry plant will be replanted after USFWS completes the Biological Opinion. 

Update on Cloverview Gravel Augmentation Project and Workgroup Formation

Jim gave a summary of the Cloverview Gravel Augmentation Project and of the alternatives discussed at the last Cloverview Team meeting (01/22/07). The goals of this project are to provide a long-term, stable and low cost per ton gravel supply using mine tailings located at the 
project site. The mine tailings are potentially contaminated with mercury. Alternatives are based on objectives and cost benefit, and include 1- sorting all material onsite and stockpiling it for future use; 2- hauling off mine tailings and obtaining spawning gravel in exchange; 3- combo option - some tailings hauled off and others processed onsite.
Update on CALFED Projects

 Smokey is operating six gauging stations on LCC. Pebble counts are repeated, tracer gravel is reset, and photomonitoring is being done at Reading Bar. The 2006 report will be out soon. The emphasis is on 1- gauging, 2- sampling and 3- surveying. 
Ryan has finished the draft report on PRBO’s songbird monitoring study on LCC. He is awaiting comments from the WSRCD before writing the final report. Results show that there is a correlation between habitat quality in Phase 3B and bird abundance. This year’s field season will start on April 15th. 
Jeff will start herbaceous monitoring this year and will continue in 2008 and ‘09.

Next Meeting 

It was suggested that Team members give presentations on updates of their monitoring grants at the next Restoration Team meeting. It is scheduled for Thursday, February 22nd at 9:00 AM at the WSRCD office. 
Adjourned at 1:30 PM.
Correction to Nov. 14 minutes: In the section Update on mercury monitoring of the last minutes, it was stated that it was possible that our restoration activities may have contributed to an increase in methyl mercury. During the Jan. 11 Phase 3B Implementation meeting, it was decided that the following statement would be more accurate: “It is not likely our restoration activities will increase methyl mercury levels”. It is believed that the mercury input as a result of restoration activities will be similar to amounts already present in the system. 
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