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Lower Clear Creek 

Restoration Team Meeting
Western Shasta Resource Conservation District
6270 Parallel Road, Anderson
Thursday, February 22, 2007
9:00 AM

MINUTES
Present: Francis Berg, USDA Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Mike Berry, CA Dept. of Fish and Game (CDFG), Brenda Blinn, Western Shasta Resource Conservation District (WSRCD), Tricia Bratcher, CA Dept. of Fish and Game (CDFG), Shiloe Braxton (WSRCD), Matt Brown, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Eda Eggeman (CDFG), Smokey Pittman, Graham Matthews and Associates (GMA), Nancy Snodgrass, CA Dept. of Water Resources (DWR), Jeff Souza, Souza Environmental Solutions (SES), John Ribinsky (WSRCD), Russ Weatherbee, National Park Service (NPS).
By conference-call: Jim DeStaso, Bureau of Reclamation (BOR)
Guests: Clay Guzi, ENPLAN, Isaac Bentley, ENPLAN
Changes to the Agenda
Team members decided that, in the interest of time, the presentation on the Use of injection gravel by spring Chinook and steelhead in CC by Matt Brown would be postponed until the next Restoration Team meeting.
Before the start of the meeting, Smokey Pittman presented a video produced by USFWS on bedload monitoring. The video demonstrated how the TR2 bedload sampler works. The Team discussed the advantages of using this equipment versus the Helley-Smith.
Landscape and Erosion Management Plan on LCC

Clay Guzi did a presentation on a LCC erosion management plan that addresses an erosion problem in the LCC watershed as a result of road-building on private property. The landowner’s property is located upslope and upstream of the Northstate Gravel Bar. Phase 3B is located at the sediment discharge site. The landowner (which cannot be named because of litigation) built two roads (800-ft and one mile in length) in 2004 in an effort to gain access to the creek from his house. The first road built was. Four blow-outs occurred on the first (800-ft) road, and road construction resulted in an 8-ft side bank. Erosion control measures include placing coconut and straw rolls on the first road and seeding with grasses on the second one-mile road. The 
landowner is required to monitor the affected area for a period of 3 years. Clay states that short-term impacts included sediment discharges in LCC in 2005 and 2006, but long-term impacts are expected to be minimal. An estimated 640 yards of sediment may already have been discharged, but approx. the same amount may still be stockpiled on the banks. There is the possibility of more sediment flushing this year; however, most of the flushing is believed to have already occurred.
Clay also showed photos of severe erosion occurring at a culvert site on Shasta County land. This parcel is accessed from China Gulch Road. This site could possibly be used as a future mitigation project by the WSRCD.

Update on Gravel Injection Sites 
Whiskeytown NRA: Smokey led a field trip for Team members and NPS staff on February 6th to proposed gravel injection sites within the Whiskeytown NRA. The most feasible options for gravel injection sites were identified. Smokey is asking the Team to submit comments on the nine proposed sites in Reach One. He will send the concept summaries to NPS staff within the next week. 
Smokey also added that the tracer rocks moved at the Phase 3A and Reading Bar sites following the heavy rains two weeks ago.
Gravel specs: After some discussion, the Team decided that specs used for gravel injection sites at Placer, below Saeltzer and Phase 3B will be the same as described in the proposal and contract for construction (WSRCD 2006): 95-100% passing a 5” sieve, 75-85% passing a 2” sieve, 40-50% passing a 1” sieve, 25-35% passing a ¾” sieve, 10-20% passing a ½” sieve, and 0% passing a 3/8” sieve.
Update on CALFED-funded monitoring projects

Matt Brown and Jim DeStaso reported that CVPIA has made some modifications to the budget, and has increased funding by $100,000.
Smokey will be conducting bulk sampling by April, and has finished the work above Saeltzer Gorge. 

Effects of fine sediment on juvenile Chinook productivity

Matt Brown presented the results of a study on juvenile Chinook productivity in LCC. Although counts of Chinook and Steelhead in Lower Clear Creek have increased substantially as a result of restoration activities, juvenile productivity declined from 1998 to 2006. This is in spite of the fact that spawning area increased by 44% after the 2003 glory hole spill. Low productivity is restricted to fall-run Chinook, and appears to be density-dependent. The amount of fine sediments increased as a result of torrential rains in 1997 and the removal of Saeltzer Dam in 2001. Consequently, increases in fines may have decreased the amount of spawning. Nevertheless, results of spawning area mapping showed that dam removal resulted in an 11% increase in spawning area. In addition, spawning area has increased by 400% in Phase 3A. These results raise awareness that some benefits of restoration are not immediately apparent.
Update on Wetland Mapping Project
Shiloe Braxton discussed the idea of setting up a TAC for wetland mapping. 

Use of Mitigation Funding for LCC Projects

The WSRCD is working with BLM in producing projects for mitigation purposes. Mitigation can take place on either private or public land. Andrew Jensen at the RWQCB would like the habitat in the mitigation project be the same type as the habitat that is adversely affected. Tricia Bratcher suggested that mitigation projects be categorized (by habitat, degree of impact, etc.). The Team could also evaluate and approve/disapprove potential projects using the format currently used by the Sacramento River Conservation Area Forum. 
Revegetation in Phase 2A and 3B

Jim DeStaso is expecting the Scope of Work to be completed in a few weeks. Matt Brown and Jim will work on the concept design. 

Phase 3B Project Implementation 
Jeff Souza is working on the CEQA Addendum for the WSRCD. The Draft Addendum has been submitted, and the Draft EA should be completed by the end of next week. During the meeting, Jeff received comments from the Team on the Addendum. 
John Ribinsky reported that all logs used for the root wad structures will be staged on John Williams’ property.
Cloverview Gravel Augmentation Proposed Project
Jim DeStaso has received comments on the Scope of Work from the Team. Francis Berg reported that the landowner near the Cloverview project site is not interested in selling his 20 acres of land. 
Adjourned at 1:30 PM.
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