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Lower Clear Creek Restoration Team Meeting
Western Shasta Resource Conservation District
6270 Parallel Road, Anderson
Thursday, March 22, 2007
9:00 AM

MINUTES
Present: Brenda Blinn, Western Shasta Resource Conservation District (WSRCD), Matt Brown, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Jim DeStaso, Bureau of Reclamation (BOR), Gary Diridoni, USDA Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Eda Eggeman, CA Dept. of Fish and Game (CDFG), Robert Feamster, Tehama Environmental Solutions (TES), Graham Matthews, Graham Matthews and Associates (GMA), Smokey Pittman (GMA), John Ribinsky (WSRCD), Nancy Snodgrass, CA Dept. of Water Resources (DWR), Jeff Souza (TES), Russ Weatherbee, National Park Service (NPS).
Changes to the Agenda
The Update on Mitigation Projects by Shiloe Braxton (WSRCD) will be given at the next Team meeting. The scope of work for the revegetation project in Phase 2A was added to the agenda.
Draft Environmental Assessment for Phase 3B 

The Team suggested minor changes to the EA. Comments will be forwarded to Shiloe in the next few days. In some instances, CEQA language rather than NEPA was used. Francis Berg (BLM) and Gary Diridoni mentioned that if cultural resources are not present within the project area, a statement of “no effect” should be included in the critical elements table.   
John Ribinsky said that the project will be awarded to contractors on April 4th. It is important that permits be in place by May 1st, and that the final EA be completed by mid-April. Guy Chetelat (RWQBC) received the 401 Permit application on March 14th. Guy stated to John per verbatim that onsite gravel processing should be ok. Eda Eggeman said that the Section 1600 permit should be ready by March 23rd or 26th. A field visit has been conducted and no problems were detected. Jim DeStaso will contact Matt Kelly at the Army Corps of Engineers re: the status of the Nationwide Permit. 
Update on VELB Planting

Gary described the problems surrounding planting elderberry plants. Since permit condition #23 is not met for this joint state/federal restoration project, it is not possible to plant elderberry as 
part of the restoration project. A BA/BO from FWS will not suffice. Three options exist: 1- 
revision of the existing permit and approval of the Reclamation Board; 2- submittal of a completely new application to the Board; 3- plant the elderberry in the floodplain as a separate action. A permit is not required if federal agencies act as leads and a state lead agency is not a signatory. Board approval may be possible by June. 
The Team discussed planting elderberry on the terraces instead of in the floodplain. The soil polygons in 3B floodplain, revegetation site in 2A, terraces in 2B or at China Garden would be good sites. This is a feasible option since the planting would be outside of the Board’s regulation.

Elderberry planting could also be carried out as part of a mitigation project or other restoration program by the WSRCD. The WSRCD would then, however, be responsible for the cost of irrigation. 
Scope of Work for Revegetation in Phase 2A

Jim will distribute a draft scope of work for the Revegetation Project in 2A to the Team next week.
Proposed Gravel Injection Sites

Smokey Pittman received the permit to build a stream gauge in the Whiskeytown NRA. The gauge will cost as much as $14,000 and be placed on the right bank at NEED Camp Bridge. A gate will be installed at the site entrance for access during high flows. The topography between Peltier Bridge and Paige Bar has been surveyed. NPS staff is reviewing the concept summaries for the nine proposed sites. Russ Weatherbee indicated that there were archeological concerns at the NEED Camp site. The preferred means of access to Paige Bar would be from Peltier Bridge rather than through the camp. Law enforcement was also a concern, but gates could be installed. However, no site was off the table. 
If significant archeological artifacts are discovered during work activities, then work would stop and a full archeological survey would be done. A letter stating these actions should be included in the EA. NPS has already surveyed most of the gravel sites.
The road on the west side of Dog Gulch will stay. Robert Feamster will add language in the EA relating to the decommissioning of roads. 
Geomorphic Monitoring

Smokey Pittman recorded an event of 1400 cfs on February 11th. The riverbed seems to be moving at lower flows as shown by the movement of the tracer rocks at Reading Bar. Gravel also moved at 3A. Smokey received the parcel boundary maps from the WSRCD. Recent survey tasks included surveying South Fork delta, but Smokey will also go further upstream to sample. The East Pond area was also surveyed. Incision is continuing in the 3A gravel injection area and is of concern – this area was also surveyed.  Other recent surveys include topography in the East Pond Area, thalweg profile from BackBuster to P4 and floodplain scour at Reading Bar.
Use of Injection Gravel by Spring Chinook and Steelhead in Clear Creek

Matt Brown presented the results of a study on use of injected gravel by Chinook and Steelhead. Steelhead appear to prefer injected vs. natural gravel. Thirty-three percent (33%) of steelhead redds were found in injected gravel in Reaches 1-5a. A shift in steelhead spawning location  appears to be occurring. The proportion of steelhead redds occupying R1 dropped from 80 to 50%. However, the number of steelhead redds have increased at Renshaw Riffle. Chinook use native gravel for the most part in R1 perhaps because the injection gravel is of the smaller Steelhead size. In R4, there is an increase in the use of injected gravel by both Chinook and steelhead as the amount of gravel has increased. An interesting and encouraging note is that areas that are devoid of redds within the Whiskeytown NRA are proposed sites for gravel injection. 

Update on Environmental Water Program 
The EWP is a Calfed program that is managed by the USFWS in Sacramento. The Program allows up to 100,000 ft. of water to be acquired from willing sellers for ecological purposes. So far, the program hasn’t acquired any water. There was $15 M in the program, but funds have been depleted. Campbell Ingram left the EWP approx. 15 months ago. Nick Hindman is now responsible for the EWP. The Calfed contract with the FWS for the overall program has been extended to January ’08, and includes sub-contracts to ESSA, Denver TSC and Stillwater Sciences.

If funding was restored to the EWP, it could be a means to increase flows for LCC which are needed for gravel movement. The minimum targeted flow is 3250 cfs at the dam. Matt sent the EWP Clear Creek conceptual proposal to the Feather River Relicensing Program which is looking for projects in the amount of $35 M. There is a proviso that funding could be restored to the program if BOR documents say that they are in favor of the project.

Update on Wetland Mapping Project
Dave DeMar asked the Team to submit comments on the Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP). Dave presented a map of hydric soils for Phase 3B and a list of soils in Shasta County. He recently attended a wetland delineation course in Seattle, WA, and has been working with the NRCS wetland delineation team. The EPA is suggesting that the project be used as a reference tool for restoration projects. Some ground-truthing will be conducted. The coverage area is in the 100-year floodplain. 
Cloverview Gravel Augmentation Project

The Scope of Work for the Cloverview Gravel Augmentation Project is being reviewed by CVPIA in Sacramento. The start date of the project has not yet been determined. Jim will ask the Team for comments after he receives the SOW from CVPIA. 
Adjourned at 12:15 PM.
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