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Lower Clear Creek Restoration Team Meeting
Western Shasta Resource Conservation District
6270 Parallel Road, Anderson
Thursday, April 19, 2007
9:00 AM

MINUTES
Present: Mike Berry, CA Dept. of Fish and Game (CDFG), Brenda Blinn, Western Shasta Resource Conservation District (WSRCD), Matt Brown, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Ryan Burnett, PRBO Conservation Science (PRBO), Gary Diridoni, USDA Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Graham Matthews, Graham Matthews and Associates (GMA), Smokey Pittman (GMA), Nancy Snodgrass, CA Dept. of Water Resources (DWR). 
Guest: James Hayward, Sr., Redding Rancheria
Changes to the Agenda

Ryan Burnett gave an update on PRBO’s avian monitoring.
Phase 3B Permits
Howard Brown (NMFS) said that the Biological Opinion will be ready by May 4th. Shiloe asked Team members to call Howard re: the urgency of getting the BO ready by that date. The RCD has received the RWQBC 401 permit. The BO needs to be submitted before the CESA is finalized. Shiloe is working with Tricia Bratcher (CDFG) on the CESA. There is some concern within DFG about handling fish.  The 1600 LSAA should allow for collection of baseline data by FWS if fish are not stressed. Data would include measurements to differentiate between salmon runs.
The contract bid for Phase 3B construction submitted by Meyers Earthwork was just over $1.6 million. There seven bids total. Meyers was able to reduce the overall cost by processing gravel onsite.
Meyers would like to change the bridge to a culvert since this would speed up construction. The scraper has to cross the creek. Originally, there was a weight concern and that the culverts could blow out. Mike Berry is ok with the change, but he will check with Howard since a similar change caused problems on the Trinity River project. However, the difference between the Trinity project and Phase 3B is that the language in the EA for Phase 3B allows for either a bridge or up to three culverts. 

Update on Proposed Gravel Injection Sites
Smokey Pittman submitted the concept summaries for gravel injection sites to staff at the National Park Service (NPS). There are no specific plans for the “Below Dog Gulch” site. Reach 2 is more difficult to deal with than Reach 1. Smokey sent the concept summaries to Jeff Souza who needed it to work on the EA.

CVPIA asked GMA to include an Executive Summary in the 2006 Update on the Management Plan. 
Revegetation in Phase 2A

Team members submitted comments on the Scope of Work to Jim DeStaso (Bureau of Reclamation). 
Update on Avian Monitoring 
Field work on Lower Clear Creek started on April 16th. Black-headed grosbeaks have arrived. There has been a lot of growth on 3A and Reading Bar, especially in the scour channel. It will probably be an early nesting year. However, this does not mean that the birds will be done nesting earlier than usual. Nests are still found on July 1st when construction begins, but fledging success decreases at that time. 
Redding Rancheria Restoration Committee

James Hayward stated his vision of bringing back spawning salmon to the section of Lower Clear Creek behind the Rancheria. The Rancheria has done some restoration work in the floodplain such as clearing Himalayan blackberry and other non-native species and building trails. The Rancheria’s Clear Creek Restoration Committee is also planning on building an arbor, sweat lodge and native species garden. Two possibilities exist for restoring spawning habitat behind the Rancheria: 1- wait for the gravel to migrate downstream which is very long-term; or 2- inject gravel directly behind the Rancheria. James is open to the possibility of injecting gravel in the stream segment behind the Rancheria (200-300 yards) and putting in log structures. An approximate cost for gravel injection including concept design is $50,000. 
Matt Kondolf (UC-Berkeley) conducted a geomorphic assessment of Clear Creek at the Redding Rancheria in 1998. Matt Brown will send GMA a copy of the report. 

The next step is to do an inventory of the stream segment between the HWY 273 Bridge to the A.C.I.D canal. There is probably a build-up of sediment behind the canal. James will discuss the availability of grants with Tori Maxwell who is also on the Rancheria Committee. Funding may be available next year from CVPIA. The Dept. of Water Resources Urban Streams Grant Program is another possibility and RFPs may be coming out later this year. 
Brenda Blinn announced that a field trip on the Rancheria property was scheduled the morning of the next Team meeting (May 31st). 

Update on CalFed-funded monitoring projects
Matt Brown will receive the FWS Clear Creek Anadromous Fish Monitoring contract from CVPIA in a few weeks. 
Deliverables from one Annual Monitoring Seminar and two publicly-noticed meetings are required by CalFed. Presentations of the three monitoring components (avian, geomorphic and vegetation) must be made during these meetings. The first meeting had to be held during the first three months of the grant; the second meeting has to be held after completion of construction. A third meeting will be held prior to the release of the Draft Final Report. It was suggested that presentations be made at the next LCC Coordinated Resource Management and Planning Group meeting which is planned for October 2007 at the Redding Rancheria. A Science Symposium could take place in September 2008. The FWS fish monitoring contract does not contain any reference to the Annual Monitoring Seminar.
Update on Mitigation Projects

The RCD will be implementing a revegetation project for supplemental plantings in Phase 2A. 
Additional elderberry plants should be planted in Phase 3B in the fall instead of this spring. These plants are part of the mitigation for the elderberry that was removed from 3B and transplanted in 2B South. 
Cloverview Gravel Augmentation Project

The BOR office in Sacramento is reviewing the feasibility study for the Cloverview proposed project. 
Adjourned at 11:10 AM.
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