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Lower Clear Creek Restoration Team Meeting
Western Shasta Resource Conservation District
6270 Parallel Road, Anderson
Thursday, June 21, 2007
9:00 AM

MINUTES
Present: Brenda Blinn, Western Shasta Resource Conservation District (WSRCD), Shiloe Braxton (WSRCD), Jim DeStaso, Bureau of Reclamation (BOR), Gary Diridoni, USDA Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Mike Grifantini (WSRCD), Tori Maxwell Redding Rancheria (RR), James Moller (WSRCD), Smokey Pittman, Graham Matthews and Associates (GMA), Ronald Rogers (BLM), Nancy Snodgrass, CA Dept. of Water Resources (DWR), Jeff Souza, Tehama Environmental Solutions (TES), Russ Weatherbee, National Park Service (NPS)
Phase 3B Construction Update
Surplus Gravel

Construction work at Phase 3B is going well, and an estimated 8,000-38,000 tons of additional gravel is expected to be produced.  The contractor, Meyers Earthwork, is using a power screen to separate cobble, P-gravel and fines. The RCD is asking CALFED to buy the extra gravel, so that it can be used for instream gravel injections. Shiloe Braxton asked Smokey Pittman if GMA would be interested in conducting a geomorphic assessment on LCC in order to estimate the amount of gravel required to stop downcutting in the claypan. It would also have to be determined whether additional gravel would decrease the time required to recharge the system. Smokey ascertained that more gravel is needed above 3A. 
Since CALFED has so far said that they wouldn’t allocate additional funding, the RCD needs good justification for the request. Smokey will send Shiloe a paragraph on geomorphic justification early next week. The gravel would only cost $16/ton and this includes delivery and placement. The request for additional funding would necessitate a Level II Amendment which needs to be submitted to CALFED. CALFED will review the amendment at their next public meeting in August which Shiloe may attend.  
A value of 85 must be reached to avoid the gravel from having to be washed. The current value is between 81 and 83. An additional dry-sorting may increase the value to 85. It may be possible to get the standard down to 80, which it has been in the past, and Jeff Souza will talk to representatives at RWQCB.
Mercury Analysis

The RCD will be taking gravel samples to analyze for Hg concentration. Samples will be taken from onsite mine tailings on LCC, dry-sorted, then analyzed for Hg. Results will show whether tailings that have undergone dry-sorting (without being washed) are clean enough to use as spawning gravel. Ron Rogers suggested contacting Roger Ashley to discuss protocol. North State Resources (NSR) is doing Hg sampling in the watershed and will be submitting results to BOR.
Log Habitat Structures Proposed Project

The RCD recently submitted a grant application to Dept. of Fish and Game (Sport Fishing Enhancement Stamp Program) for a pilot project that would involve placement of two log habitat structures in the upper reaches of LCC. During the write-up of the application, the risk of these structures to kayakers was discussed. There is the concern that the logs could get dislodged during high flows and pose a risk to water-users. Ron Rogers (also with the Shasta Paddlers Club) suggested that the log structures be strategically placed downstream of two narrow sections in the canyon located above and below Stony Gulch. There is less constriction downstream of Stony Gulch between Placer Road Bridge and Clear Creek Bridge. These threats to kayakers by instream structures have been examined for projects in B.C., Canada, Dillon Creek, Klamath, and Six Rivers. Brenda will contact American Whitewater for more information on these projects.
WSRCD Mitigation Program 
The RCD has instigated a Mitigation “Library” which will serve as a database for local projects that may be used by developers (consulting firms, government agencies and individuals) for mitigation purposes. This mitigation program allows the best mitigation options to be considered and projects with the lowest impact to be implemented. It also prevents mitigation money from going outside of the area. The RCD is currently working on an MOU with DFG to set up the mitigation program. James Moller and Mike Grifantini have visited potential project sites on LCC with BLM staff. They circulated a list of projects being considered for mitigation purposes to Team members present at the meeting. This list will also be posted on the RCD website. James and Mike are asking Team members to provide input on other restoration projects on LCC that could be added to the Library. Projects that could be considered for mitigation include revegetation, gravel injection, wetland creation, and pond enhancement. 
Suggestions for Additional Restoration Opportunities
Smokey Pittman circulated a list of potential restoration projects on LCC. The main objective of these projects is to recharge the reach below Whiskeytown Dam, and to achieve complete sediment routing from the dam to the mouth. To accomplish this, additional gravel injections are required and sediment transport must be facilitated by modifying some stream segments. Since many Restoration Team members were absent at this meeting, this project list will be revisited and discussed at the next Team meeting.
Wetlands Mapping Project
Team members agreed to review the QAPP. The cover letter needs to be signed, and it was suggested that Dave DeMar give a short presentation on the project next week to signatories. This would allow further discussion and a Q & A period.
Update on CALFED-funded Monitoring Projects
Geomorphic: Smokey is working on a geomorphic monitoring update. The 2007 update will include use of LIDAR to map LCC up to the upper reaches. LIDAR maps have a 1/10 ft accuracy and show the different layers from canopy to understory. 2007 was a weak water year. Most of LCC has been surveyed with only the City of Redding gravel injection site remaining. Smokey thanked Nancy Snodgrass for bringing in real quality control to a LCC site. Smokey will supply control file to others so that the process can be easier in the future. This will ensure tighter criteria. Smokey mentioned that a project he is working on in Oregon to test a model on sediment routing may be applicable and useful for the LCCFRP. 
Vegetation: Jeff Souza is finishing up data collection on woody vegetation, and is working on the report. He is working on the non-native vegetation project and is coordinating with the RCD on plant removal. The first site targeted for plant removal is China Garden. Jeff recently gave a presentation on monitoring at a Society of Wetlands Scientists meeting in Sacramento. 
The RCD is planning to hold a Science Symposium in the spring of 2008. During this event, field trips to LCC will be held and Team members will give presentations on the CALFED monitoring projects of Phase 3B. 
Adjourned at 10:50 AM.
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