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6270 Parallel Road, Anderson, CA 96007 • Phone: (530) 365-7332 Fax: (530) 365-7271
Watershed Group Meeting
June 29, 2005

WSRCD Office

6270 Parallel Road, Anderson 96007

MINUTES
Michael Harris, Project Manager, Western Shasta Resource Conservation District updated the group on Clear Creek’s history and habitat restoration projects.  Mike included a discussion on Phase 3B currently in proposal development for a CALFED Direct Action, and a report on gravel management in the creek.
Matt Brown, Fishery Biologist, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Fish Monitoring Program gave a presentation regarding fish monitoring and fish response in Clear Creek   Matt reported on how data has been collected, data results, and the overall fish population trends which show Fall Chinook have greatly improved, Spring Chinook and steelhead are on upward trend while Late-fall Chinook status is currently undetermined.
Ryan Burnett, Biologist, Point Reyes Bird Observatory Conservation Science gave a presentation regarding avian monitoring and bird response in the restoration area.  Preliminary Results show:

· All the restoration sites are being used by birds but not equally.

· A lack of understory vegetation and other suitable nesting substrate in cultivated plantings is limiting use of restoration 1-4 years1` after planting by early successional species.

· Nest success for those species using restoration is as high as or higher than on reference sites.

· Long-term monitoring is necessary to evaluate the success of restoration in providing high quality riparian breeding bird habitat.

Campbell Ingram, Environmental Water Program, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
discussed the Environmental Water Program approval for development of a full proposal for review and funding consideration for the Clear Creek Flow Augmentation Project.  Project goals and objectives include: 
· Function as a large scale adaptive management experiment to release timely discharges of sufficient magnitude, duration and frequency, to reactivate fluvial geomorphic processes, fundamental to re-create and maintain a diverse template of habitats. 

· Release medium high flows in the range of 4,000 to 6,000 cfs, for two to three days, three times over the next ten years.

· High flows would be achieved through a re-operation of Whiskeytown Dam. 
The concept proposal can be viewed at http://www.calwater.ca.gov/Programs/EcosystemRestoration/EWP/pdf/Clear_Creek_Main_10-04.pdf
Leslie Bryan, Watershed Coordinator, Western Shasta Resource Conservation District led a discussion regarding the groups interests and concerns.  The group discussed and supported the idea of phasing out the name CRMP and phasing in a sustainable watershed group structure.  It was felt the change would elicit wider landowner participation, and would reflect to all involved that the efforts are watershed wide and not project focused.  
Concerns/interests in the watershed included:

· Social behavior such as nude sunbathing activities in addition to litter (illegal dumping) however it was noted that the activities are much less common than in the past.

· There is a need to develop an overall recreation plan for the watershed, with the idea that it should focus on the area’s potential.  
· Trails should be developed.  It was noted that infrastructure prior to trail establishment is need.  Idea might be to start small with family use trails first then move to larger trails.

· The group is interested in learning more about the horse park that may be developed near Clear Creek Road, and is interested in inviting a representative from the group to the next watershed meeting which will likely be planned for fall 2005.  

· Horsetown Clear Creek Preserve parking lot safety hazard needs to be corrected.
Leslie reported to the group that one issue identified for the Lower Clear Creek watershed is high fire danger.  The group discussed the opportunity to form a fire safe council as a means of planning and managing the watershed for fire safety and as a tool that would be useful to compete for grants.  Barbara Camacho (Shasta County Fire safe Council Coordinator) has previously been contacted by interested parties in the Happy Valley area, and due to Clear Creek’s close proximity to the Happy Valley area, it may make sense to partner with them.  Barbara and Leslie will meet to discuss possibilities and plan a meeting with interested stakeholders.  
The group discussed a way to increase participation/attendance at watershed group meetings might be to rotate meeting locations.  It was discussed that past meetings were held in the Igo area, and this could be considered.   
Adjourned at 7:45 PM
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