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Managing for Sustainability of Natural Resources and Community 
P.O. Box 49, French Gulch, CA 96033

Community Meeting

French Gulch – Whiskeytown School

November 03, 2005

MINUTES
Meeting convened at 7 PM with Leslie Bryan, Western Shasta Resource Conservation District (WSRCD) Clear Creek Watershed Coordinator, facilitating.
Directors present: Judy Britton, Kit Lauderdale, Pat McCabe

Directors absent: Kevin Ransom, Gene Dymond
MINUTES:

M/S/A Britton/Lauderdale approved minutes of the April 28, 2005 and June 23, 2005 community meetings.

FINANCES:

Bank balance as of November 03, 2005 is $3855.51. 

M/S/A McCabe/Britton  
North American Wilderness Academy (NAWA) teacher Chris Wright and three students gave a presentation to the audience on the French Gulch Creek Student Restoration and Monitoring Community Collaborative Project.  Topics covered an overall summary of progress thus far and included PowerPoint presentations on blackberries of the area, willows of the area, native species, and tracking plates.  Both the students and the Resource Management Group expressed their excitement in the project.  
Landowner Mark Larramendy expressed his concern of Upper Cline Creek being plugged with debris and riparian vegetation being overgrown thereby creating erosion and road failure.  Mark stated he has tried to clean the area up himself but has been unable to be successful.  Mark would like to request the group sponsor him in helping to secure funding for cleanup.  The group asked Leslie to help Mark investigate funding possibilities.   Leslie agreed to work with Mark, and stated landowner permission and permitting issues would need addressed as well. 
Leslie gave an update of WSRCD projects in the watershed including French Fire rehabilitation hazard tree removal, culvert and ditch evaluation and cleaning, non-native species control, and reported that an extension of the Trinity Mountain fuelbreak has been approved.  Leslie also asked the group to send her any information the group desires on the upcoming Upper Clear Creek website.  
Leslie opened the Upper Clear Creek Fire Safe Council segment of the meeting with a discussion of the CA Fire Safe Clearinghouse, and Upper Clear Creek watershed’s previously identified need for fuelbreak maintenance.  The group agreed this continues to be a priority.  Leslie suggested an idea might be to elicit help from NAWA Academy and their Fire Science classes.   The group asked Leslie to investigate this possibility further, of which Leslie agreed to do so.  
Copies of the video “Controlling Nature’s Wrath” were distributed.  This video, developed by the California Fire Safe Council, Pacific Gas and Electric Company, CA Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, the Governor's Office of Emergency Services, and the Federal Emergency Management Agency discusses landscaping and abatement techniques, individual evacuation plans and community participation in preparation. 

Leslie announced the Bureau of Reclamation is now soliciting input on the Environmental Impact Report regarding the enlargement of Shasta Dam with comments due November 8, 2005, and that the Natural Resource Conservation Service is holding a conservation planning workshop on December 6 and 8 at 6:30 in the WSRCD meeting room.  
Meeting adjourned at 9 PM

Upcoming Meetings:
The Board will announce upcoming meetings early in 2006 after a holiday recess.  






