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Resource Management Group

Managing for Sustainability of Natural Resources and Community in the Upper Clear Creek Watershed
P.O. Box 49, French Gulch, CA 96033

Community Meeting

French Gulch – Whiskeytown School

February 23, 2006
MINUTES
Meeting convened at 7 PM with Leslie Bryan, Western Shasta Resource Conservation District (WSRCD) Clear Creek Watershed Coordinator facilitating.
Directors present: Judy Britton, Gene Dymond, Kit Lauderdale, Pat McCabe, Kevin Ransom

Directors absent: None

MINUTES:  
M/S/A Britton/Lauderdale approved minutes of the November 3, 2005 community meeting.

FINANCES: 

Bank Balance as of February 23, 2006 is $5042.98, with nothing outstanding.  
M/S/A Dymond/Britton

Bullion River Gold Corporation Exploration Manager Dave Hembree, and Vice President of Engineering Glenn C. Blachford gave an interesting and informative presentation to update the group on the company’s activities in the watershed.  Exploratory drilling has been completed at the old French Gulch Gold Mine, and the next phase to determine economic feasibility of operating the mine has begun.  The mill is a gravity and flotation only mill (no cyanide) and their environmental program includes biodiesel use, rock being reclaimed for use on roads and to fill in previously disturbed areas, and a purification system to treat waste water.  The mine currently employs 16 people, with most being hired locally.  The company is looking into establishing an office and warehouse in town.  
Leslie reported on the following items:

· WSRCD French Fire Rehabilitation – Activities are almost complete.  Roads and culverts are currently being monitored.  
· May 2006 Watershed Awareness Month – An event will be held at the Mt. Shasta Mall on May 6.  The RMG is invited to participate alongside other Watershed Groups, agencies and organizations to showcase their watershed management efforts.
· Watershed Education Lending Library (WELL) – The WELL is a virtual library for school and community groups to locate available items to borrow for education and stewardship activities.  See www.shastaconservationfund.org for more information.
· Student Restoration Project – Students have planted over 150 plants of 9 different species.  A Creek Day will be held on May 17th, 2006.  RMG members are encouraged to visit the site at anytime.
Leslie opened the Upper Clear Creek Fire Safe Council Segment of the meeting and reminded the group that the Wildfire Defense Plan/Fuels Management Plan Review is needed.  It was reported the US Fish and Wildlife funded Jobs in the Woods Trinity Mountain Road Fuel Break Extension will be finished by the RCD by June 1, 2006, and included three displaced timber workers in the labor force.  Various fire safety brochures were available to pick up and distribute to neighbors. 
Free Community Dump Day will be planned for either April 8th or 22nd.  Once date is finalized, it will be announced to community.
The group discussed the need for a sign to advertise Resource Management Group meetings and agreed to purchase one.  Judy will look into it.

Pat McCabe reported he visited Mark Larramendy’s property and agreed Mark could use FG-UCC RMG as a sponsor.  Mark will contact CDF and will report back to the Board. 
It was announced that Kit and Kevin’s seats on the RMG Board are open for re-election, with the election to be held at the April 2006 Community meeting.  Interested parties should contact a Board member to be placed on the ballot.  
The group agreed to invite Sheriff and Auditor candidates to a forum during their next community meeting scheduled to be held at 7:00 PM on Thursday, April 27, 2006 at French Gulch – Whiskeytown School.  Pat will arrange.
The June community meeting will include time for community vision setting exercises. 
Adjourned 8:40 PM






