MINUTES

FRENCH GULCH - UPPER CLEAR CREEK

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT GROUP

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

Date: January 20, 2005






Meeting Minutes

The meeting was held in the meeting room at Round Table Pizza on Eureka Way and began at 5:40 PM.  Leslie Bryan facilitated the meeting.
Directors present: Kit Lauderdale, Judy Britton, Gene Dymond, Kevin Ransom and Pat McCabe
Directors absent: None
Guests: Shasta County Supervisor Mark Cibula
Advisors: Jack Bramhall, WSRCD and Leslie Bryan, WSRCD

MINUTES: The minutes from the September 23rd meeting were deemed accurate as mailed.
FINANCES:  Bank balance as of January 20th is $4,798.24.  This includes a total of $265.00 profits from wood cutting permits. There are no outstanding checks or bills.  
GUEST PRESENTATIONS:
· Mark reported Shasta County Public Works Department has been notified of the need to repair the park restroom roof due to fire damage.  The Department intends to repair to pre-fire condition.  Gene mentioned the split rail fence was damaged also.  Mark will continue communication with Public Works and encouraged the Group to write a letter to the County explaining the damage, and their request for repair.
Mark expressed he is available anytime for calls to discuss issues/concerns.

Old Business:  
· Fuel break maintenance funding needs letter to CA Fire Safe Council Clearinghouse - Leslie reported the letter was sent in October.
· Thank you to BLM for funding construction of shaded fuel breaks - Leslie reported the letter was sent in October.
· Education Grant - Leslie reported that an Education/Restoration project grant proposal was submitted to National Fish and Wildlife Foundation in late October.  No word received as of yet regarding award of funding.
· BAER Report - Leslie reported the French Fire BAER Report can now be accessed through the WSRCD’s Watershed Information Model (WIM) website.  A link to the site can be found at the WSRCD website www.westernshastarcd.org.  Leslie distributed a handout listing documents relating to Upper Clear Creek that are posted on WIM.  
· French Gulch - Whiskeytown School Field – Judy reported French Gulch Whiskeytown School has been in touch with CDF regarding the school’s field being compromised during fire suppression activities.  The school has decided due to the amount of time that has passed since damage was created, no further action will be taken. 
New Business:

· The group discussed that the Odd Fellows held a meeting with Joseph James, and he will be working to get grants to fund rebuilding the organization’s historic building which was destroyed by the French Fire.  

· Off Highway Vehicle Use Meeting at East Fork Road– Gene announced there will be a BLM meeting this coming Sunday at noon at the old logging landing area.   The group discussed this is a 10-12 yr. old issue, that they feel should be brought forth to the larger community.  Additionally, the group mentioned that as East Fork is a County Road, the OHV users likely are using the road illegally.  It was mentioned that East Fork runs muddy on the weekends, and some people get there water from the creek.

· Judy will gather past paperwork regarding the issue.
· Mark will be speaking to Steve Anderson from BLM to learn more about the issue.
· Mark asked for a field trip to the area.  Leslie volunteered to arrange a tour of Upper and Lower Clear Creek watersheds.

· Membership Drive – Past letter can be revised and resent.  It was discussed a watershed wide mailing could include membership drive materials, notification of annual meeting scheduled for April including that two Board seats are open for election, and fuel break maintenance brochure.  No action taken.
· Thank-you letters.  It was decided the group should send thank-you letters to SPI for wood cutting permit donation and BLM for bulletin board donation and installation.
· Judy and Kit will write letters to SPI and BLM.
· Community Sign – Judy notified the group about interest in the community to install a new community sign at the corner of Hwy 299 and Trinity Mountain Rd.  It was discussed the group may want to donate to the project.  Judy will look into costs and report back to the group.  No action taken. 
· French Gulch Whiskeytown School Sesquicentennial event is being planned for June 11, 2005.  

· Judy asked the group to consider making donation to the event.  Kevin made a motion for the group to donate $500.00.  Gene seconded. Motion passed.

· Jack suggested the Shasta County Fire Safe Trailer would be an appropriate display.  Leslie will contact Barbara Camacho, Fire Safe Council Coordinator to arrange.
· Sierra Pacific Seedling Donations to Fire Victims – Leslie reported Sierra Pacific Industries is donating Ponderosa pine (and possibly some Douglas fir) seedlings to victims of the French Fire.  Seedlings will be available for “adoption” when conditions allow, and currently Stan Leach is developing a list of those interested in obtaining seedlings.  Those wishing to add their name to the list, or needing more information, should contact Stan directly at 359-2249.   Gene was wondering if there was someway to acquire volunteer planting labor for the 51 acre church property.  It was suggested he contact NAWA Academy.   
· French Fire Rehabilitation Update – Jack reported all areas identified in BAER plan have been treated if the landowner is willing, and WSRCD personnel make onsite evaluations of areas when storm warnings are given.  One homeowner appeared to have been missed by the BAER evaluation and WSRCD is working on getting needed measures implemented.  Others who may have been missed during BAER evaluation are asked to call John Ribinsky at WSRCD.  Four kiosks have been installed to explain burned area closures.  WSRCD in process of installing six gates.  Ditch cleaning is planned.  Professional Tree Service from Redding will be dropping some hazard trees.  Chipping of the stockpiles of brush will be done around the first of February.  Through funds remaining from BAER projects, the WSRCD will be monitoring natural revegetation and health of trees that have been retained.  The group noted John Ribinsky has done an outstanding job as Project Coordinator.  
· Report on Fire Breaks – Jack reported the fuel break on Meissner’s property was instrumental in suppression efforts during French Fire.  WSRCD is working on both sides of Drunken Gulch on Stan Leach property, and in Section 11 on SPI land on Trinity Mountain Road.  
· Report on Erosion Inventory – Jack explained the inventory identified areas that may add sediment into the creek.  Two landowners have agreed for work to be done on their property.  WSRCD encourages any landowner in the watershed with interest in fuel reduction or erosion control to contact Jack or Leslie at the WSRCD.  Gene and Kevin stated they may have interest.    
· Shasta County Fire Safe Council (SCFSC) Update – Leslie distributed Minutes from last SCFSC meeting and reported the next meeting is scheduled for February 3, 2005 at 9:00 AM at the WSRCD.  Anyone interested in receiving agendas and notices of Shasta County Fire Safe Council meetings can contact Barbara at the WSRCD. 

Leslie handed out Fuel Break Maintenance brochure that was produced by Shasta County Fire Safe Council.  Leslie informed the group of its availability for distribution within the watershed and that the brochure has an area for organizations to add their contact information.  The group expressed interest in obtaining brochures for a mailing.  

· Leslie agreed to get 200 brochures to the RMG.

· Kevin will investigate ways/prices for adding RMG info to brochure.
· The group discussed they feel there is National Park Service land that needs clearing of dangerous fuels.  Communication has been made in the past regarding this issue, but no progress has been made toward resolving.  

· Judy and Kit will write letter to Whiskeytown NPS explaining RMG position.
· Topics for Community Meeting – French Gulch Whiskeytown School Sesquicentennial event (Parent Club), Vehicle Abatement presentation (Shasta County), and report on BLM/East Fork meeting (Gene).
· Mark will confirm Vehicle Abatement Presentation 
The next Upper Clear Creek Community meeting will be February 24, 2005 at 7:00 P.M. at the French Gulch School.  
The next RMG Board meeting will be on March 24, 2005 at 5:30 P.M. at the Round Table Pizza Parlor on Eureka Way. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 P.M.
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