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Resource Management Group

Managing for Sustainability of Natural Resources and Community in the Upper Clear Creek Watershed
P.O. Box 49, French Gulch, CA 96033

Community Meeting

French Gulch – Whiskeytown School

February 24, 2005

MINUTES

Meeting began at 7:05 PM
· Minutes from the FG-UCC RMG community meeting held on October 28, 2004 were approved. 


· Jeff Spencer, Service Officer with Shasta County Sheriff’s Department explained the County Abandoned Vehicle Abatement Program, and answered questions.  
· Jeff explained the program is involved with approximately 200 vehicles per year. There is a small charge typically associated with the service, but the Sheriff’s Office donated services after the French Fire.  Fees are $42 - $65 per usual vehicle and $800 per motor home but if burned from the fire, there is no charge.  It was stressed that if someone disposed of a vehicle, DMV requirements still need to be met.  The Sheriff’s Office can issue junk slips.  The Office is willing to work with people and can help facilitate a “no charge” event if 25 or more cars need to be disposed of.  Contact Jeff at 245-6186 with between 8AM and 9 AM being the best time to reach him.  Folks can leave a message after that time.
· It was noted there is an abandoned vehicle on Trinity Mountain Road across PG&E Station which is too large for normal tow.  Mark will check with Public Works regarding the vehicle, and Stan Leach and Francis Berg (BLM) will work together to try to facilitate removal. 
· Gene Dymond (FG – UCC RMG Board) reported there were 25-30 people that attended a meeting at East Fork with BLM and interested parties regarding OHV use.  At the end of the meeting, the posted parking signs were removed by BLM.  Sky Zaffarano (BLM) reported the meeting intent was to discuss with landowners their issues and discuss possible solutions.  No decisions were intended to be made; otherwise a larger, formal meeting would have been held.  The signs posted that were later removed were an effort to discourage parking on private areas.  It was also noted that the newest version of a map that has been used for 10 years describing public OHV areas has omitted language encouraging use of the area.  It was voiced by members of the community that there is a feeling of frustration in that they feel there has been no decision by BLM to protect the watershed from damage as there are trails continuing to be created by OHV users.  BLM relayed that the agency has a $20,000 contract with Shasta County Sheriff’s Office to provide services within West French Gulch and OHV interlace area.  Community members expressed that they are not aware of much patrol activity.  County Supervisor Mark Cibula offered to contact Sheriff’s Office to learn about law enforcement activities in the area.  It was discussed the group could write a letter to the Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation (OHMVR) Commission in collaboration with Shasta County to request additional funds for management of the area.  It was noted that BLM requested $40,000 to be budgeted for the area, however received $20,000.
· County Supervisor Report Mark Cibula – 

· Shasta County has approved $80,000 to replace the bathrooms and the guard rail in the county park that were damaged by the French Fire.  Mark encouraged the RMG Board and community members to write a letter to the county with suggestions for the exterior design of the bathrooms.  
· Mark also relayed that the County was able to help acquire labor to plant seedlings donated by Sierra Pacific Industries on the church property.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
· Jack Bramhall (Western Shasta Resource Conservation District) gave an update on WSRCD fire rehabilitation, fuel breaks, and future chipper day projects in the watershed.  
· BLM French Fire funds will be used to address area above Cline Gulch that was missed by the Burned Area Emergency Rehabilitation process.

· WSRCD has received approval from Shasta County to culvert the ditch through the park and replace the old pipe to the water distribution box.  Upstream of the water plant, the ditch will be moved closer to the road to allow better maintenance. Re-establishment of the ditch, and re-building of the shoulder so the county can mow vegetation with Tiger mower.
· Ernest McCaffey crossing will be replaced with a permanent crossing.

· Grade will be re-established and vegetation will be removed from the irrigation ditch through town.

· April or May is the target date for completion on all the above.
· Task order amendment is now in regional BLM office to allow more funds to assess areas impacted by the French Fire that have not been addressed to date.  

· WSRCD will be removing K-rails as soon as BLM gives the OK.

· Hazard trees have been dropped by a professional tree service.  Some funding remains for this task, so notify WSRCD of remaining hazard trees.

· The group discussed there are downed trees around the trailer park that could present a problem.   WSRCD and BLM will evaluate.

· BLM arranged for the 12’x24’ metal storage building to be erected behind the fire house.

· WSRCD is implementing three fuel breaks funded by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
· Drunken Gulch – Almost completed

· Section 11 – In process

· Trinity Mountain Road – Just beginning 

· Ember Swan reported on the French Gulch Sesquicentennial Event scheduled to be held throughout the town on June 11 from 10:00 AM thru 9 PM.  Event is planned to include living history activities such as re-enactments of stage coach robberies, in addition to Art Fair.  Redding Rodeo will be providing parking services.
· Leslie Bryan (WSRCD) reported that the District was awarded $29, 368 to implement a restoration and monitoring community collaborative project.  The project involves French Gulch Whiskeytown School, NAWA Academy, and Chrysalis Charter School studying, restoring and monitoring a section of riparian area affected by the French Fire.  Project to begin after signing of contract which is expected soon. 
· Stan Leach reported Sierra Pacific donated more than 8000 seedlings to community members for fire restoration planting.  Stan brought about 1000 tree protectors which he offered to the group.  BLM offered the tree protectors along Cline Gulch that are no longer necessary and invited people to take what they need.  Stan made flyers available to the group explaining tree seedling care.
· Pat McCabe (FG - UCC RMG Board) announced the free dump day is scheduled for April 9 from 8:00 AM – noon.  No tires, refrigerators, freezers or motors will be accepted. 
· BLM reported they are planning a Timber Salvage Sale for next month.  This would entail an estimated four to five and a half million board feet being harvested this summer.  Two small segments of new road would be built, while other roads would be decommissioned. 
Adjourned at 8:50 PM
FG-UCC RMG Board Meeting 5:30 PM on Thursday March 24, 2005 at Round Table Pizza on Eureka Way in Redding

FG-UCC RMG Annual Meeting and Board of Directors Elections 7:00 PM on Thursday April 28, 2005 at French Gulch – Whiskeytown School  






