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Resource Management Group

Managing for Sustainability of Natural Resources and Community in the Upper Clear Creek Watershed
P.O. Box 49, French Gulch, CA 96033

BOARD MEETING

MINUTES
May 26, 2005

ROUND TABLE PIZZA

 EUREKA WAY, REDDING

Meeting convened at 5:30 PM, with Leslie Bryan facilitating
Directors present: Kit Lauderdale, Judy Britton, Gene Dymond and Kevin Ransom

Directors absent: Pat McCabe

Guests: Mark Cibula, Shasta County Board of Supervisors, and Denis Carroll and Rick Phay, Shasta County Sheriff Department
Advisors: Leslie Bryan, Western Shasta Resource Conservation District

MINUTES:

M/S/A Dymond / Britton approved minutes of the March 24, 2005 meeting.
FINANCES:
Bank balance as of April 28, 2005 is $3959.51.  Total reflects $250.00 expense for sign at Hwy 299 and Trinity Mountain Road.

M/S/A Dymond / Britton 

GUEST PRESENTATIONS: 

· Denis Carroll and Rick Phay of the Shasta County Sheriff’s Office attended the meeting to discuss patrol activities in the area, and explain their contract with BLM and BOR.  It was expressed that there has been an increase in calls within the past year, and staffing has decreased.  The staffing issue is a statewide problem due to budget issues.  The group discussed that the need for patrols in the area is primarily during the weekend.  The sheriff will look into the possibility of adjusting hours to allow for weekend patrols, and/or holding “Target Day” in which many resources would be available in the area on one specified date.  The officers requested the group provide their office with a map of priority areas, which the group agreed to do so.  The option for the group to write a letter to the Off Highway Vehicle Recreation Commission stating the need for additional patrols in the area was discussed.  A motion was made for Dave Britton to be liaison for all OHV issues.  
M/S/A Ransom/ Lauderdale     
OLD BUSINESS
· Park Restrooms – The County will be providing porta-potty service until the restrooms are rebuilt.
NEW BUSINESS
· Leslie Bryan reported on WSRCD projects in the area.  
· French Fire Rehabilitation Update
1) Work will be resuming on the irrigation ditch the second week of June.  Work will consist of dewatering the ditch at Clear Creek and removing sediment upstream of the water treatment plant.  The water will be shut down for one day at a time and the work may be completed in one day.  A cover will be installed over the distribution box (cistern) at the south end of the park and a screen will be installed at the culvert inlet near the water treatment plant. 

2) Inboard ditches will be pulled on Trinity Mountain Road from the NPS boundary sign to French Gulch Rd. and from the park to Daily Drive.  This will require traffic control and could take 3 to 5 days. 

3) Structural protection devices will be removed by the WSRCD.  Sandbags are currently being removed and k-rails will be taken out early this summer.  The NRCS has evaluated the need for retaining the structural protection and determined that they are no longer needed. 

4) Fire control lines, roads, and trails are being evaluated for treatments not specified in the B.A.E.R. Report.  Once all the impacts from the fire and fire suppression efforts have been evaluated, treatments will be prioritized and implemented.  If there are any concerns about erosion or invasive weeds relating to the fire please call John Ribinsky. 

· Fire Breaks - All fuel breaks have been completed.  
· Hazard Trees – Jack Bramhall has received all temporary entry permits for hazard tree removal.   RCD personnel will begin in a week or so to take down hazard tree that they are able to.  Afterwards, a licensed arborist will be contracted to complete felling.  In regards to the large oak tree on Niagra Street, a group of arborists will determine if tree needs fallen or if it is likely to survive and only need trimming.  
· Student Restoration and Monitoring Project – French Gulch Creek has been identified as project location due to high severity of burn, safety issues, large amount of invasive species becoming established, and potential wildlife habitat value.  Chris Glover, WSRCD Project Coordinator will be meeting with Shasta Miners to give presentation regarding the project.  A Technical Advisory Committee is now being formed, and Judy Britton agreed to represent the RMG.   
· Clear Creek Watershed Coordinator Position Funding Status – It has been recommended by the State Senate and Assembly that $3 million be cut from the Watershed Coordinator Grants Program.   The effect of the cuts would be termination of Leslie’s position one year early.  Funding has since been restored.  Gene Dymond wrote letter to Assemblyman LaMalfa’s office in support of retaining Coordinator funding.  Leslie expressed the group may want to find a note taker so there will be less disruption if funding is cut in the future.  The group decided to limit Community Meetings to one annually, and when a topic of potential high interest to the community is identified.  
· Topics for Community Meeting 
· Formation of Upper Clear Creek Fire Safe Council – Barbara Camacho
Meeting adjourned at 7:10 PM
M/S/A Britton/Dymond
Board members:

Gene Dymond, 12429 East Fork Road, French Gulch, CA 96033


530-359-2016

Kit Lauderdale, 17358 Lassen Avenue, Anderson, CA 96007


530-357-2278

Pat McCabe, P.O. Box 130, French Gulch, CA 96033


530-524-9666

Kevin Ransom, P.O. Box 9, French Gulch, CA 96033


530-359-2222

Judy Britton, P.O. Box 4, French Gulch, CA 96033 


530-359-2113

FG-UCC RMG Community Meeting 7:00 PM on Thursday June 23, 2005 at French Gulch – Whiskeytown School  

FG-UCC RMG Board Meeting 5:30 PM on Thursday July 28, 2005 at Round Table Pizza on Eureka Way in Redding






